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CHAPTER 6
Conservation and Preservation Precedents from Massachusetts
In Chapter 5, we discussed the landmark purchase of Boston Common by its small group
of 17th-century proprietors, its gradual democratization as the town grew and civic and
recreational uses supplanted pasturage, and its continued, staunch defense by generation after
generation of Boston voters. We noted the importance of town commons, greens, and forests
in early America –s our versions of the English commons. In this chapter, we explore a new kind
of cemetery designed as a garden park and a small public garden overseen by its volunteer
advocates and managers before its city took on the responsibility; and we sketch two important
models of historic preservation in Boston that anticipated the organizational structure and
funding techniques of later conservation projects. We end with the protection of Mt. Greylock
in the western Massachusetts and Ravenswood Park outside the storied fishing village (now a
small city) of Gloucester about 36 miles northeast of Boston
I offer these examples from Massachusetts, primarily from Boston, for two reasons.
They help to establish the cultural context for the founding and success of The Trustees of
Public Reservations; and they reinforce my hypothesis that the conservation movement has
been woven from numerous threads – historic preservation including archeological protection,
garden and park establishment, village improvement, and scenic preservation as well as the
protection of natural features and landscapes. Moreover, the decisions of individual
landowners to protect their property beyond their lifetimes has been crucial to the movement’s
foundation and growth.
Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachusetts
In 1831, a new kind of naturalistic “rural cemetery” was established in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. Churchyard burial grounds in Boston and surrounding towns were becoming
crowded and poorly maintained. Boston physician and botanist Dr. Jacob Bigelow believed
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them to be a danger to public health.1 He found allies
for his campaign in the newly organized
Massachusetts Horticultural Society (founded in
1829) which joined him in creating an “experimental
garden”. The combination of an imminent public
health threat and elite sponsorship was too much for
the Legislature to resist, and in 1831 it authorized a
“rural cemetery” to be established on 72 acres of an
old farm in Cambridge, 6 miles from Boston’s original
Granary Burial Ground at the base of Beacon Hill. It
Mt. Auburn Cemetery

was later extended to 174 acres. The design was
inspired by the 110-acre Pere Lachaise Cemetery in

Paris, established by Napoleon in 1804, said to be the first “garden cemetery”.
Mt. Auburn’s combination of graceful, curved paths and classical monuments in an
arboretum-like garden became quickly and enduringly popular with residents, tourists, and
more than 200 species of birds. Dr. Bigelow designed the Washington Tower, constructed in
1852, at the high point of the site, providing a panoramic view of Boston and its western
suburbs. For the past thirty years, Mt. Auburn has been praised for its attention to preservation
of its historic character. Mt. Auburn inspired many urban and suburban cemeteries throughout
the country, beginning with Greenwood Cemetery (1838) in Brooklyn, New York. It has been on
the National Register of Historic Places since 1975 and designated a National Historic Landmark
since 2003.
Boston Common, Enhanced and Threatened
In 1837, Boston added the 24-acre Public Garden to Boston Common.2 The City had
filled salt marsh and mudflats along the Charles River at the base of the Common, providing an
opportunity for the Common to expand. A Board of Proprietors, comprised of prominent
Boston figures, was its governing body. Under the Proprietors was a subsidiary board of
overseers, called “The Trustees of the Public Garden,” to see to its landscaping and
management – no small task given the competing ideas for use of this increasingly limited
commodity on a small peninsula. On many occasions over the years, both the Common and the
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Public Garden have fended off assaults of various kinds, principally because of the very strong
public support for relatively quiet open space for walking and reflection rather than allowing
the more disruptive activities of ball fields and frisbee
meadows to proliferate. By a stroke of genius, the famous
swan boats were installed at the Public Garden as a
compatible, three-season use that draws families with
children and throngs of tourists.
Throughout the settled part of the country,
influenced by much grander English and European
Boston Common and Public Garden
in historical context

examples, larger American towns and cities set aside parks
and landscaped older commons and informal greens to

serve as parks. Generally, this was not done to protect nature or wildlife, but to meet the need
for recreation and fresh air in growing cities, suburbs and larger towns.
In the 1950s, Boston struggled to save its tired and tattered downtown as New
England’s business hub. Traffic congestion and suburban shopping malls were draining the
economic vitality of many cities in the Northeast, and Boston’s downtown was becoming
stagnant, dangerous in its so-called “Combat Zone,” and generally repellent to visitors. In 1960,
the Common’s loyal, protective defenders and constituents had to swallow hard and accept the
most disruptive incursion since subway construction under the Common’s Tremont Street edge
in 1895. To compete with suburban malls, the City
inserted a two-story, 1,350-car parking garage below
Common’s western meadows. Its two open maws for
vehicle access permanently disfigured the Common’s
Charles Street frontage facing the Public Garden. But
the two garage openings were sited parallel to the
street, the entrance and exit facing in opposite

Swan Boat, 1883

directions, lessening their visual impact to some
extent.
One of Bostonian Robert Lowell’s most biting poems, “For the Union Dead,” (1960),
levels a scattershot commentary on the domination of Emersonian moral and aesthetic values
by commercial culture and the automobile. A few lines from the poem:
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One morning last March,
I pressed against the new barbed and galvanized
fence on the Boston Common. Behind their cage,
yellow dinosaur steam shovels were grunting
as they cropped up tons of mush and grass
to gouge their underworld garage.
Parking spaces luxuriate like civic
sandpiles in the heart of Boston.
For Lowell, this represented the Boston desecration of its Civil War dead and their sacrifice to
the cause of abolition and human freedom: “Everywhere/giant finned cars nose forward like
fish; a savage servility/slides by on grease.”3
Lowell’s commentary and the typically vigorous
public controversy aside, both the Common and
downtown Boston revived as healthy and vibrant
public spaces, with only three squat, square,
approximately 30 x 30 foot kiosks for pedestrian
access and those two gaping entrance maws to
interfere with the prospect from the Charles
Boston Public Garden and Common: Note
three garage kiosks north of the ball fields.

Street sidewalk toward the gold-domed State
House on Beacon Hill.

Boston’s 19th-Century Preservation and Conservation Models
As we have noted, many nineteenth-century American examples of public-spirited
advocacy and fundraising were organized to commemorate or protect historic landmarks, such
as battlefields, houses of notables, and other structures associated with historic events or
important people – Bunker Hill, the Washington Monument, Mount Vernon, Ticonderoga,
Monticello, and so on. Historic structures, commemorative monuments and conservation
properties all necessarily involve real estate and they share techniques of acquisition,
stewardship, and organizational governance and management with conservation organizations,
Nevertheless, champions of land conservation have tended to operate without a great deal of
cooperation or communication with advocates of historic preservation – except when
collaboration would have the effect of bringing a significant constituency on board.
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That said, Boston’s preservationists in the nineteenth century provided clear models of
organization, communication, and fund-raising for later conservation organizations. In fact, as
the next chapter will explore, The Trustees of Public Reservations in Massachusetts and the
British National Trusts in England and later in Scotland and Northern Ireland embraced both
conservation and historic preservation in their founding missions and, despite the heavy
demands of the preservation discipline, continued to do so throughout their history.
In Boston of the 1870’s, two notable historic preservation challenges set the stage for
The Trustees of Public Reservations in the 1890s: the threatened demolition of the 1729 Old
South Meetinghouse and of the 1713 Old State House about 1,000 feet to the north.
BOSTON’S OLD SOUTH MEETINGHOUSE
In 1872, a great fire swept through Boston’s crowded business district, leaving the Old
South Meetinghouse, as one of the few unburned structures in the district, to serve as
temporary barracks for troops guarding the devastated
district. The fire had spread to adjacent structures; only
heroic efforts of a Portsmouth, New Hampshire fire
crew with its Kearsage Steam Pumper spared Old South
from the fire.4 One might have expected shock and
despair on the part of Old South proprietors, but the
character of the neighborhood had changed from
fashionable residences to commercial buildings and the
inevitable rooming houses. The church’s proprietors had
bought a site in Copley Square and were making plans
to build a new edifice closer to its parishioners who had
Old South Meetinghouse, 1872

moved west to the more respectable Back Bay which

had been reclaimed from broad mudflats along the Charles River. With relief, the proprietors
accepted the offer of the U.S. Post Office to lease what many considered to be an out-of-place
white elephant. However, the proprietors soon found that Old South had numerous defenders.
Accepting the Post Office’s offer required the proprietors to seek release by the legislature of
restrictions imposed by Old South’s 1669 charter which prohibited lease or sale of Old South.
That gave the church’s defenders a public forum for their opposition.
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While Old South had lost its wealthier parishioners as the locus of fashion moved west
to the Back Bay, it had not lost its reputation as the organizing site for Samuel Adams’ Boston
Tea Party in 1773. A group of unhappy congregants joined by prominent and vocal
advocates for the historic importance of Old South,
pressured the Legislature, which approved the Post
Office lease but not the sale. The proprietors responded
that they would seek to sell the church, with the
required legislative approval, to the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society for its appraised value; but the
“Hort” had little appetite for raising over $400,000 for a
building and land it did not want and would only have to
resell. Meanwhile, construction of the new $450,00
edifice in Copley Square was completed in 1875,
Old South Meeting House During
the 1876 Campaign to Save it from
Developers

straining the proprietors’ finances. Swayed by opponents
of the sale, the legislature punted the issue of sale to the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. In May 1876, the

Court gave permission for the sale of Old South. Without delay, the proprietors auctioned the
building itself for $1,350, in preparation for sale of the underlying land, and the winning bidder
began dismantling the 184- foot steeple.
This attack on what a growing number of people saw as a sacred monument to the
Revolution raised a public ruckus. Wendell Phillips, noted abolitionist and orator, spoke at a
packed meeting in Old South. “The saving of this landmark is the best monument you can erect
to the men of the Revolution, “he proclaimed.
You spend $40,000 here, and $20,000 there, to put up a statue of some
old hero …. But what is a statue of Cicero compared to standing where your
voice echoes from pillar and wall that actually heard his philippics? . . . Shall we
tear in pieces the roof that actually trembled to the words which made us a
nation?5
The resounding “NO” came from twenty women who, through personal canvassing of
friends and family raised $75,000 in a few months. The same group bought the structure itself
for $3,500 from the salvage contractor; thanks to an anonymous contribution from recently-
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widowed Mary Hemenway who contributed $100,000 to the preservation cause. 6 That timely
gift leveraged a mortgage loan of $225,000, which enabled the preservation group to meet the
reduced price of $400,000 for land and building.
The preservation group became duly chartered as the tax-exempt “Old South
Association,” with its own board of trustees. Times were tight in the Depression of 1873-79 and
legislators were reluctant to set a precedent for funding historic preservation with public
dollars, so the Legislature would only vote $10,000 toward the Association’s campaign to pay
off the mortgage. Undeterred, the Association launched a national campaign on the Mount
Vernon and Monticello models to retire the mortgage; it raised more than $230,000 from fifty
thousand people across the nation. Imagine writing the thank you letters! Still it took years of
fundraising events in Old South to raise the remainder, but those events gave renewed life and
purpose to the place. The Old South Association, still comprised of prominent, philanthropic
men and women and a professional staff, continues to maintain the restored structure as a
museum and an events facility for forums, public events, concerts, and private weddings in the
beautifully restored structure.
What was the significance of the Old South victory? In Boston’s Changeful Times,
preservation historian Michael Holleran writes:
The greatest significance of the Old South campaign was that, despite
overwhelming odds, it worked. The building occupied some of the most valuable
real estate in America; its owners were hostile to its continued existence;
demolition had actually begun. . . . Yet it was saved. Here was a case, given
tremendous nationwide attention, where for one part of the urban environment
change was not the answer. Permanence was, and a community took action to
achieve it. If the Old South could be saved, anything could. 7
The Old South campaign showed that a new organization could be founded, chartered as
exempt from property taxes, given a durable governance structure, and supported by a broad
public – all in a very short period.
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THE OLD STATE HOUSE
Following the Old South rescue, the future of Boston’s even more venerable Old State
House was cast into doubt by its own City. The Old State House is a long, narrow, 2 ½ story brick
structure with a tower at the west end, topped with a gilded cod weathervane, and a speaker’s
balcony under a magnificent clock on the east end. The
Declaration of Independence was read from this balcony to a
public gathering in 1776. It is sited at the head of State Street
(formerly King Street) which run east, down a gentle grade
toward the Custom House and the harbor. The odd, stepped
gable on the east end was graced by a gilded lion and unicorn
Old State House, Site of the
“Boston Massacre”

braced against the gable as if to hold it in place.8 It overlooked
the site of the 1770 “Boston Massacre” and served as the seat

of Massachusetts government , Governor, Judicial Court, and General Court (the Senate and
House of Representatives), until 1798 when the Bullfinch State House was completed on a
much- truncated Beacon Hill. For a time afterwards, it had been converted for use as Boston’s
temporary City Hall; then leased to commercial tenants under an anachronistic mansard roof
that created maximum leasable space. In short, the building had not been treated well.
Threatening this ancient edifice, owned by the City of Boston, was the widely-shared
opinion of city officials and business leaders that the
structure was an impediment to traffic and needed
to be removed to accommodate a much broader
street. When commercial leases expired in 1876, the
City Council had an opportunity to jettison this white
elephant. The savior in this case was not a public
campaign; instead, the savior was a devoted civil
servant, William M. Whitmore, city registrar and
commissioner of records, who had been associated
with the Old South campaign. He turned his personal

Old State House, Restored, Boston

attention to saving his beloved Old State House. Whitmore loved history and old buildings. In
an extension of earlier efforts to organize a museum at Old South, he helped in founding the
Boston Antiquarian Club, later renamed the Bostonian Society. The Club, with its resonant
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name and vocal membership, came to the defense of the Old State House. Whitmore soon won
election to the City Council as its President in 1890, he persuaded the Council that the Old State
House should be retained forever by the City, as it had retained Faneuil Hall and the Common. 9
Whitmore won a small appropriation from the Council toward renovation costs. and
eventually secured an agreement for leasing the lower floor and restoring the exterior and the
upper-stories “as memorial halls, to be always accessible to the public.” 10 Key to this
compromise (partial lease rather than sale of the building) was the intervention of Whitmore’s
Bostonian Society which offered to step forward as custodian and curator of the upper halls;
thus Whitmore had the museum he wanted.
Old South Meetinghouse and the Old State House continue to be among Boston’s few
remaining downtown relics of its early history – aside from some ancient curvilinear streets.
Unfortunately, commercial and governmental uses had stripped the Old State House interior of
its authenticity, and the renovation carried out by Whitmore and the city architect mistakenly
chose the 1830 reconstruction to accommodate City Hall as their idea of the interior’s original
style. Nevertheless, mistakes of that kind can be corrected over time. The Bostonian Society has
been a proud and stalwart steward of the upper floors and in 2005 became responsible for both
the interior and exterior of the building, apart from the tiny subway entrance which had been
shoehorned into the east entrance in 1904. As with e Old South case, the timely founding of a
new private organization under prominent sponsorship was the key piece of the puzzle.
Among the lessons of the Old State House preservation struggle is that a messy
democratic government can and, occasionally does, learn and act upon the lessons of history;
and that committed civil servants and elected officials can, through deft advocacy and
responsible compromise, serve the long-term interests of their constituents. Perhaps the most
important lesson for land conservation was this: Both Old South and the Old State House had
become not just architectural and historic monuments, but cultural places sufficiently redolent
with, and symbolic of, Boston’s history to escape sacrifice to shortsighted interests.
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Greylock Mountain, Massachusetts: A Private Group Protects the State’s Highest Summit.
In northwest, Massachusetts, 46 miles from Boston, the 11-mile long and 4 ½-mile wide
Greylock range interrupts the skyline like a herd of sleeping cows or an elongated saddle, 2,000
feet higher than the surrounding plateau. For Herman Melville, writing Moby Dick in the
Melville’s farmhouse, known as “Arrowhead,” snow-clad Greylock was the vision of a whale. 11
Part of the Taconic Range, Greylock is the product of a massive thrust of 460-million-year-old
metamorphic phyllite (fine-grained, light-colored, somewhat sparkling rock derived from slate)
from the west overlaying younger marble to the east. A succession of glaciers beginning 2.6million years ago ground down the formation under a half- mile of ice, sculpting an unusual
west-facing glacial cirque (a high amphitheater-shaped gouge) known as the “Hopper.” The
highest mountain in the range took its name either from the Mahican chief, “Grey-Lok”, from
the mists that often hide the shoulders and summit from view, or perhaps from a merging of
both.
Nathaniel Hawthorne, the Concord and Salem novelist, climbed Greylock, several times
during the summer of 1838. Thoreau described his 1844 night on Greylock in A Week on the
Concord and Merrimac Rivers as transformative. Taking advantage of Greylock’s proximity to
Williams College to foster healthy outdoor recreation, astronomy and mathematics Professor
Albert Hopkins founded the country’s first hiking and nature study group at the College in 1863.
Boston’s Appalachian Mountain Club would be one of its descendants.
While writers endeavored to capture Greylock’s transcendent power with their pens,
loggers in the mid-to-late 19th century stripped the range’s primeval forests for saw logs, pulp
logs, and charcoal, followed by wildfires and landslides. Alarmed that this natural icon would be
devastated, a group of local businessmen formed the Greylock Park Association in 1885 and
purchased 400 acres at the summit. Despite the tolls that the Association charged for carriage
access to the summit and for a climb up its observation tower, it could not cover expenses. By
1897, renewed concern about losing Greylock convinced the Massachusetts legislature to
accept the Association’s gift of the property to be set aside as a state nature refuge. Support
came from Williams College faculty, the local newspaper and Board of Trade, the Appalachian
Mountain Club, the Massachusetts Forestry Association, and the new Trustees of Public
Reservations, a private Boston-based, conservation organization with a statewide vision. The
strongest arguments were to protect the two major watersheds fed by the mountain range and
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to preserve the range and summit for public enjoyment. In 1898, the Legislature agreed, and
the Mount Greylock State Reservation was created to preserve and make available the Greylock
range and its forests for public enjoyment. As this occurred before the state park system was
formally established beyond metropolitan Boston, the Legislature set up a three-person
Commission to care for the property.12

Mt. Greylock Range, Adams; Massachusetts’ Highest Mountain

Ravenswood Park: A Philanthropist’s Gift to his Community
Rock-bound Gloucester occupies the harbor and central part of Cape Ann, a wavebattered small peninsula jutting like a small fist into the Atlantic Ocean about 31 miles
northeast of Boston. Founded in 1623 by hardscrabble farmers and loggers, some from the
earlier Plymouth settlement, Gloucester became a shipbuilding and fishing port in the 18 th
century. By the mid-1700s, Gloucester fishermen had established themselves as the lords of
George’s Bank, off the coast of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, making the town one of the
most important fishing ports in the eastern U.S. But fishing in the North Atlantic was not for the
faint-hearted; Gloucester lost more than 10,000 fishermen and seamen, and some women and
children to the sea in 350 years.13 Many of their names are inscribed below the City Hall’s
historical murals, painted by artists from the Works Progress Administration in the 1930’s. The
complete list of known names, updated frequently, is inscribed at the Fishermen’s Memorial
facing the harbor.
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Samuel Sawyer, a fifth-generation Gloucesterman, was born in 1815. As a young man,
he began work in a local dry goods store. He soon moved to Boston and became a successful
merchant who travelled the world on business. He kept the family house, known as Brookbank,
overlooking Freshwater Cove. He and his wife Abigail spent April through October in Gloucester
and the colder months in Boston. Having made a tidy fortune, he and Abigail retired to
Gloucester, where Samuel became a patron of the arts, especially of the accomplished marine
painter Fitz Hugh Lane, and a generous philanthropist. Although unlettered, he founded the
Sawyer Public Library and Lyceum and made substantial gifts to the Female Charitable
Association of Gloucester supporting music
programs in the public schools. He began
acquiring tracts of rough, cut-over land in the
southwest part of town near the village of
Magnolia, named for an unusually hardy
occurrence of that small tree species, the sweet
bay magnolia (magnolia virginiana) in a large
inland swamp within the frequently cut-over
Ravenswood Park, Gloucester, Massachusetts

property.

By the time he died in 1889, Sawyer had assembled 600 acres including small hillocks,
the Great Magnolia Swamp, and a large hemlock forest. He named the assemblage
“Ravenswood” after the castle in Sir Walter Scott’s novel, The Bride of Lammermoor. Not only
did he assemble a cohesive tract of picturesque conservation land, but he also laid out a tenmile network of carriage drives and walkways threading among the many small hills and
thousands of scattered glacial boulders, properly known as “glacial erratics,” of all shapes and
sizes that give the property its unique character. 14
In 1884, presumably with Sawyer’s toleration if not his direct permission, a Thoreau-like
“hermit” built a cabin at Ravenswood and studied the area’s fauna and flora. He wrote several
pamphlets, gave informal talks, and served as a guide and caretaker.
When Sawyer died in 1889 his will contained a surprise for the people of Gloucester. He
did for Ravenswood what Thomas Jefferson thought of doing for Virginia’s Natural Bridge. His
will protected the property by establishing an independent local Board of Trustees to hold,
maintain, and improve Ravenswood as a park for public enjoyment and he gave (properly,
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“devised”) the property in trust to the Trustees of Ravenswood Park with a substantial
endowment for perpetual maintenance. In 1993, after 104 years of dedicated stewardship of
the Park, the Trustees of Ravenswood Park transferred the property and substantial
endowment to The Trustees of Reservations, for continued management in perpetuity. 15
There is a sad continuation of the story, which emphasizes an underlying weakness in
the idea of perpetuity. Unfortunately, the towering hemlocks shading much of the property
since their regrowth under Sawyer’s and his Trustees’ stewardship have been gradually
succumbing over the past fifteen years to an infestation of the hemlock wooly adelgid (adelgas
tsugae). The wooly adelgid is an insect parasite introduced to Richmond, Virginia in the 1950s;
it has spread north with a warming climate. The eggs of the adelgid appear as tiny cotton balls
on the underside of hemlock twigs. When the eggs hatch and the larvae emerge, they suck sap
from the tender shoots, thus weakening and eventually killing the tree. Infested trees will die in
a few years and then stand as stark skeletons until brought down by rot and storm. Entire
forests are being diminished by this tiny insect throughout the Northeast and Midwest. It has
few natural predators; one, the black lady bug native to California, feeds on the adelgid. It is
being tested as a biological control, thus far with positive results; but the prospect of
introducing the predator to entire forests is daunting. Individual treatment by oil sprays or
narrow-spectrum pesticides applied to the ground or injected into the tree must be done
periodically and is very expensive. Nevertheless, these control methods are being applied to
specimen trees in residential landscapes, such as the hemlocks lining Ravenswood’s avenues,
but doing so is a serious drain on almost any owner’s financial resources. One of the few other
vulnerabilities of the wooly adelgid is extended freezing temperature during the winter months;
however, the population quickly recovers if the following winter is mild. The trend of mild
winters in the Northeast may be aiding the spread of the disease.

Summary, Chapters 5 and 6
Where has this two-chapter daisy-chain of examples of nineteenth century conservation
in England and the U.S. brought us? In both countries, we have seen an increasing demand for,
and acceptance of, action by public bodies to protect “the commons” and customary passage
and access. By “commons” in this sense, I mean both the remaining legal commons, and the
virtual commons of privately-held open space and access paths that had been used commonly,
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by the public, as a matter of law or custom over many generations. Nevertheless, as with the
Berkhamsted Common story in Chapter 4, I do not mean to suggest that asserting and
establishing public rights of access and enjoyment automatically leads to good stewardship. As
Hardin warned, an unregulated common can easily be degraded to everyone’s detriment.
Fortunately, the declining condition of the Berkhamsted Common was arrested and then
reversed by the National Trust’s acquisition of the Ashbridge Estate, beginning in 1926.
We also see a growing consciousness of the need for well-panned open space within
and near urban communities, for reasons of public health as well as for recreation and other
amenities. In Yosemite and the Adirondacks, we have seen reaction to unfettered logging and
its consequences in floods, soil erosion, and pollution of rivers and stream, as George Perkins
Marsh warned. We have seen examples of this reaction in the beginning of national and state
parks movements, and the establishment of wildlife refuges, and in more frequent calls for
state and federal protection of large landscapes of special importance.
What we do not see yet in the 19th century is anything like a systematic assessment of
conservation needs and priorities, or a vision of governmental institutions at the state and
national level capable of managing a network of large ecologically-diverse parks. In the case of
Central Park, we have seen the destruction and almost complete erasure of entire settlements,
the largest of which was Seneca Village of 250 African American freedmen and Irish immigrants,
evicted after a two-year fight to save their small settlement from the great, inevitable park. It is
highly unlikely that the homeowners were paid enough to buy replacement lots in the City.
Unlike the Native Americans evicted from Yellowstone and Yosemite, those evicted from
Central Park were lost to history until recent research enriched the record with their story.
As the 19th-century proceeds, we see the budding of local volunteerism in the United
States. Village Improvement Societies and the tiny Kyrle Society in England attempted to fill
some of the many gaps in governmental attention to the quality and livability of communities.
We also see the glimmering of an idea for private organizations in England and the U.S. that
would protect and maintain special sites and landscapes for the benefit of the public.
With Samuel Sawyer’s gift (properly stated, a “devise”) of his grand, picturesque
forested landscape in Gloucester, Massachusetts to the Trustees of Ravenswood Park as
established by his will, we see perhaps the first example of an individual’s permanent charitable
gift of a natural landscape for public enjoyment together with a substantial endowment for its
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stewardship under a Board of Trustees. This magnificent gesture took place two years before
the founding of The Trustees of Public Reservations in Massachusetts and five years before the
founding of The National Trust for Places of Historical Interest and Natural Beauty in London.
Next, we follow our four redoubtable heroes, Charles Eliot in Boston and Olivia Hill and
her three associates in England in as they proceed to create The (Massachusetts) Trustees of
Public Reservations and the English National Trust; and we review their respective acquisition
of thirteen remarkably diverse properties.
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